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in competition with them. The Church, even if the peasant
were a Catholic, was no longer in a position to help him in his
difficulties, though dealers and money-lenders might occasion-
ally in flagrant cases be excommunicated.

2.   CONDITIONS IN THE VARIOUS STATES

Something may now be said in more detail of the peasant life
of that period in the various empires, kingdoms, and other
States that made up Europe. Of these States there were six
dominant Powers. First the German Empire, an amalgam of
States covering a very large area in central Europe, bounded
on the north by the Baltic and the North Sea and extending
southwards to a very small sea-board on the Adriatic. Then
came the kingdom of France, perhaps the most wealthy of all
European States. Next the Polish Kingdom with its tributary
States; then Sweden, which at that time included Finland
and Esthonia and thus surrounded the Gulf of Finland; Spain,
with its scattered subject States, was still a great Power; and
finally the Ottoman Empire. The other eight States were
England, with Ireland under its rule; Scotland; Denmark,
which included Norway and the southern part of what is now
Sweden; Russia, a huge conglomeration of races; Italy, which
was really a collection of separate States, in part tributary to
Spain and for the rest controlled in different ways; the thirteen
cantons of Switzerland; the Duchy of Savoy, and the United
Provinces of the Netherlands, then recently freed from Spanish
domination, and destined, notwithstanding their small area,
to play an important role in European political life.

Of these fourteen States it should be noted that the peasantry,
as a whole, were classed as free in Britain, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, the United Provinces, and that part of the State
of Denmark that became later the independent Kingdom of
Norway. In all other States there was a complexus of free and
servile peasantry, though broadly speaking as one went east the
servile conditions were not only more prevalent but merged in
many districts into the condition of slavery, of which perhaps
the worst form was to be found in Greece.